
 Beyond 
 
Why a Public Church – 5/5 Talk 
 
I’m so excited for this series, and I think it will be so impactful for your groups!  
Don’t feel like you have to go through everything that is written!  If your group 
needs to spend more time on one part, feel free to do that.  The heart of this 
series is to lead our church to step into Jesus’ Immeasurably More.  Make sure 
you take time at the beginning to welcome any new people or guests and don’t 
assume that everyone knows everyone.  Give them a chance to introduce 
themselves and to share a little about what is happening in their lives. 
 

• Did anything from the talk stand out to you this week? 
• Read Nehemiah 2:9-10 

o Have you ever been burdened by something that needed to be 
done? 

§ This can be as simple as seeing the grass is too tall, seeing 
someone who needs help, or finally unpacking a suitcase 

o Does everyone share your burden? 
§ No!  
§ Why not? 

• Blind to it 
• Like things the way they are 

o How does this feel? 
§ What can opposition or apathy to your burden do to your 

resolve? 
§ Should it change anything? 
§ How do you remain strong in your resolve when others don’t 

care or disagree? 
• Read Nehemiah 2:11-16 

o What burdened Nehemiah? 
o How do you think he felt, seeing the walls of his home destroyed and 

burned? 
o How could he have responded to this devastation? 

§ The same as ‘everyone else,’ by doing nothing 
§ Becoming angry and bitter 
§ Choosing not to care because he didn’t know if he would 

actually be able to change anything 



 Beyond 
• Read Nehemiah 2:17-18 

o How does Nehemiah respond to his burden? 
o How does he inspire those he speaks to? 

§ He helps them to truly see the problem 
§ He points them to God 
§ He points them to what God is already doing 

• Nehemiah’s greatest obstacle to working on the wall 
was the king, and Nehemiah had no control of that 

• But God did! 
o How did these people respond to Nehemiah’s words? 

• Read Nehemiah 2:19-20 
o Do people ever misunderstand the burdens that people rise up to 

work on? 
§ How should that be handled? 
§ What if people are saying things that are untrue? 

o How does Nehemiah respond to his criticizers? 
§ Do you feel like it’s harsh? 
§ Who does he point them to? 

• God! 
§ Why is this important? 

• Because, if someone criticizes others for being obedient 
to God, it is with God that they are really fighting 

§ How do you know if your burden is godly? 
• See if God is burdened by the same thing in His Word! 

• Read Luke 15:1-7 
o Is God burdened for more people to hear about Him? 

§ So are we, at Public Church! 
o The goal of the Beyond series is to clearly communicate our burden 

§ Beyond: Create spaces where Jesus impacts people beyond the 
room 

§ Our burden is that we need more spaces for the people that 
Jesus is impacting 

o What does this mean for you? 
§ How can you “strengthen your hands for the good work”? 


