
 The Power of a Letter 
 
The Power of a Letter – 6/30 Talk 
 
This is a great series to spend most of your time on what everyone is studying 
through the week in their S.O.A.P (Scripture, Observation, Application, Prayer)!  If 
your group needs to spend more time on one part, feel free to do that.  The heart 
of this series is to equip people to study, discuss, and apply God’s Word; because 
worship starts with the Word.  Make sure you take time at the beginning to 
welcome any new people or guests and don’t assume that everyone knows each 
other.   
 

• Has anything stood out to you in your S.O.A.P. study this week? 
• Did anything from the talk stand out to you this week? 
• Read Ephesians 1:1-14 

o How would you define God’s blessings? 
o Read Psalm 103:1-5 

§ What insight does this give you to God’s blessings? 
o Why does God bless people? 
o Some definitions for this passage: 

§ Predestined – προορίζω – Proorizō: to come to a decision 
beforehand 

§ Adoption - υἱοθεσία – Huiothesia: to formally and legally 
declare that someone who is not one’s own child is henceforth 
to be treated and cared for as one’s own child, including 
complete rights of inheritance 

§ Redemption - ἀπολύτρωσις – Apolytrōsis: to release or set 
free, with the implied analogy to the process of freeing a slave 

§ Trespasses – παράπτωμα – Paraptōma: what a person has 
done in transgressing the will and law of God by some false 
step or failure 

§ Gospel - εὐαγγέλιον – Evangelion: (derivative of εὐαγγελίζω 
‘to tell the good news,’) the content of good news (in the NT a 
reference to the gospel about Jesus) 

o What do verses 13 and 14 tell you about salvation? 
§ How can someone understand it? 
§ Why is the Holy Spirit important? 


