
 Story Time Series 
 
The Law – 9/30 Talk 
 
Don’t feel like you have to go through everything that is written!  If your group needs 
to spend more time on one part, feel free to do that.  You could even make these 
notes available to your group if you don’t get to cover everything.  The goal of this 
series is to show God’s plan for Jesus and the redemption of humanity throughout 
the Bible.  Make sure you take time at the beginning to welcome any new people or 
guests again and don’t assume that everyone knows everyone.  
 

• Did anything from the talk stand out to you this week? 
• Read Exodus 20:1-17 

o Who could follow all of these perfectly? 
§ Only Jesus 
§ But does that mean that they are no longer applicable? 

• No, God’s moral standard has not changed 
• Read Matthew 5:17-20 
• But the ceremonial laws changed even over the course of 

history depicted in the Old Testament 
§ What good are they now? 

• To give us a clearer picture of how God would want us to 
live when Jesus sets us free from our slavery to sin 

• To show us what is important to God and how to live in 
ways that please Him 

o Do you struggle with having other gods in your life or other things that 
you serve as a god? 

§ Sports, social media status, job, etc. 
§ Why is this an issue? 

• Because none of those things created you nor are they 
worthy of your worship 

§ Is it ok that God is jealous? 
• Yes! 
• We are His creation, made for His purposes 

o What does it mean to take God’s name in vain? 
§ Can it mean more than saying OMG? 
§ For the Hebrew people, it primarily referred to them making 

promises on God’s name and not keeping them, because it called 
His character into question 
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§ It can also refer to a person who takes on the name of God, 

professing to be a Jesus-follower, who has no relationship with 
Him. 

• Like changing my last name to pretend I belong to another 
family 

§ Why does God care about this? 
• Because people who take His name for any reason are 

representing Him to the world 
o What is the Sabbath day? 

§ When was it created? 
• On the seventh day of Creation 

§ Is it still important? 
• Yes, nothing has changed about the way God has created 

mankind and we still need rest 
§ Why do many churches worship on Sunday when the Sabbath 

was originally the seventh day of the week? 
• Jesus doesn’t give a command to His church on which day 

they are to worship, but to do so regularly (Heb. 10:24-25) 
• Sunday became known as the Lord’s Day because it was 

the day that Jesus rose from the grave 
• The early church observed the Sabbath and met together 

on the Lord’s Day (Acts 20:7) 
• Eventually, churches mostly met on Sundays and not on 

Saturdays 
§ What should a Sabbath or Lord’s Day look like for a Jesus-

follower? 
o How do you honor your father and mother? 

§ Is this a command that’s only for minors? 
• Nope 

§ Read 1 Timothy 5:3-8 
• Why would this mean someone has denied the faith? 

o Because this would be something so drastically out 
of step with the Jesus-movement 

o Even the very lost typically care for their family, and 
Jesus calls His followers to care for their enemies 

o If someone ignores the needs of their aging parents, 
that looks nothing like Jesus 
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• Why are people who don’t care for their own widowed 

mothers called worse than unbelievers? 
o I think this goes back to third commandment 
o Those who are taking on Jesus’ name and acting 

nothing like Him are more harmful than anyone 
§ How can you honor your parents? 

o Read Matthew 5:21-24 
§ Most of you have never murdered anyone, but all of you have 

been wrongly angry with others and have done wrong things out 
of that anger 

§ Why does Jesus place anger and outbursts in the same category 
as murder? 

• Because they are both rooted in your heart and mind 
• They are actions that pour out of what is inside 

§ Why does Jesus tell his audience to reconcile with others before 
they worship God? 

• Because Jesus loves people 
• We are never more hypocritical as Jesus-followers as when 

we deny forgiveness to someone Jesus has forgiven 
completely 

§ Do you practice this? 
o Read Matthew 5:27-30 

§ Why are lust and adultery compared? 
• For the same reason anger and murder are 
• They both begin in the heart 

§ Temptation = Desire + Opportunity 
§ To what lengths does Jesus ask us to go to eliminate 

opportunities for temptation? 
• As far as it takes! 
• Cut off your hand, gouge out your eye 
• Throw away your phone, cancel your internet, change your 

job 
§ Why does he call us to deal with opportunities before desires? 

• Because we have far more immediate control over them! 
• Desire takes time to change, opportunity can be 

eliminated immediately 
§ Are there opportunities in your life that you need to eliminate? 

o Read Matthew 5:38-42 
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§ While the Ten Commandments tell us not to steal, Jesus goes 

farther and says to give even to those who steal from us or might 
not pay us back 

§ Why would He ask this of us? 
• Because people are more important than things 

§ Could Jesus’ call to this type of generosity be seen as reckless? 
o What does it mean to bear false witness? 

§ The wording is supposed to remind us of a courtroom, where 
someone would be asked to give an accurate rendition of what 
they remember 

§ Why does God care about our honesty? 
• Is God honest? 

o Yes! 
• Is that important? 

o Because if He’s not honest, then we cannot trust 
what he tells us 

o If we cannot trust what He tells us then He’s not 
good 

§ Does this mean that we always have to tell everyone everything? 
• No 

§ How important is honesty in a relationship? 
o What does it mean to covet? 

§ What is wrong with coveting? 
§ What does covetousness reveal about a person’s heart? 
§ What do you think the opposite of covetousness is? 

• Read Matthew 22:36-40 
o Take a moment to categorize the Ten Commandments under “Love 

God” or “Love others” 
o Jesus’ statement here was a massive simplification of the laws His 

audience was accustomed to hearing 
§ What do you think they felt about this? 
§ How does Jesus’ statement change the way you see the law? 

• How should what you’ve learned today change the way you live? 
o Which of the Ten Commandments do you struggle with most? 
o What is the greatest news we can give anyone who isn’t following the 

law perfectly? 
§ Jesus! 

• Pray 


