
 Beyond 
 
Step Out of the Boat – 4/28 Talk 
 
I’m so excited for this series, and I think it will be so impactful for your groups!  
Don’t feel like you have to go through everything that is written!  If your group 
needs to spend more time on one part, feel free to do that.  The goal of this series 
is to see the impact generosity can have on us and others.  Make sure you take 
time at the beginning to welcome any new people or guests and don’t assume 
that everyone knows everyone.  Give them a chance to introduce themselves and 
to share a little about what is happening in their lives. 
 

• Did anything from the talk stand out to you this week? 
• Read Matthew 14:22-24 

o In the passage just before this, Jesus fed thousands of people with 
just five loaves of bread and two fish 

o What do you think the disciple talked about talked about when they 
first got in the boat? 

§ What did they think about Jesus? 
§ What did they feel about their decision to follow Jesus? 

o The disciples had been sent to the boat in the evening.  Late that 
night, they were fighting hard winds and rough waves. 

§ Do you think any of the disciples felt discouraged or doubted 
at this point? 

• Do you think they began arguing with and blaming each 
other? 

§ Have you ever had a “spiritual high” only to find a cliff on the 
other side? 

§ If so, how did you respond? 
• Read Matthew 14:25-27 

o Put yourself in the disciples’ shoes: 
§ They just witnessed Jesus perform an amazing miracle 
§ Then they were sent away on a boat, and everything about the 

trip was difficult 
§ Then, here in the middle of the ocean, someone is walking to 

their boat 
o Should they have known it was Jesus before He spoke to them? 



 Beyond 
§ Are there times that you should be expecting Jesus and don’t 

because of your circumstances? 
o How does Jesus respond to the disciples’ fear and ridiculousness? 

§ What does this tell you about Jesus? 
• Read Matthew 14:28-33 

o I like to think that Peter was just the one cussing the other disciples 
because the boat was sinking, then was the first to tell everyone that 
they were being attacked by a ghost 

o But Peter, very flawed Peter, does something incredible: 
§ He tells Jesus to command him to get out of the boat and walk 

on water too 
§ What do you think the other disciples are doing at this point? 

o Jesus, with one word, beckons Peter out into the impossible; by faith 
in Him alone 

§ When the others see Peter walking on water toward Jesus, 
what are they thinking? 

§ What is Peter experiencing? 
o What causes Peter to falter? 

§ Does fear ever inhibit you from stepping into the 
immeasurably more of Christ? 

§ What is Peter’s first reaction when he feels himself sinking? 
o What does Jesus do first when Peter calls out to Him? 

§ He immediately reaches out to help  
§ What does this tell you about Jesus? 

o What does Jesus do second when Peter calls out? 
§ He tells Peter where he went wrong 
§ Peter’s focus was on the waves and what was impossible for 

him, instead of being on Jesus and what is possible for Him 
• We have a Behavioral Value at Public Church that finds its source in this 

passage 
o Faith: I step out of the boat trusting Jesus to showcase his power. 
o Does Jesus still call His disciples to step out of what is known and 

comfortable and into areas that only He can sustain them? 
o Does this apply to our finances, as Jesus followers? 
o Does fear cause us to falter in trusting Jesus with our finances? 
o Is Jesus calling you to walk out on the water of generosity? 


