
 Front Door Conversations 
 
Benefit of the Doubt Stories – 6/9 Talk 
 
I’m so excited for this series, and I think it will be so impactful for your groups!  
Don’t feel like you have to go through everything that is written!  If your group 
needs to spend more time on one part, feel free to do that.  The heart of this 
series is to encourage unity in Public Church by teaching us how to have tough 
conversations.  Make sure you take time at the beginning to welcome any new 
people or guests and don’t assume that everyone knows everyone.  Give them a 
chance to introduce themselves and to share a little about what is happening in 
their lives. 
 

• Did anything from the talk stand out to you this week? 
• Read Romans 12:16 

o What does it look like to live in harmony with someone? 
§ Does this mean that there is no conflict? 

• No!  But that conflict is resolved in a healthy way 
• Through Front Door Conversations (maybe take a 

minute to re-define this for your group) 
§ Who all is included in “one another”? 

o What does it mean to be haughty? 
§ Do people sometimes think more highly of themselves than 

they should? 
§ Do you? 

o Who are the lowly? 
§ Why would someone not associate with them? 
§ Do you intentionally associate with people in a different socio-

economic class than yourself? 
§ Why does this passage tell us to do this? 

o How does being “wise in your own sight” affect relationships? 
§ Do you enjoy being around someone who has everything 

figured out? 
§ Is this genuine and authentic? 

• Read Romans 12:17 
o Are you ever tempted to “repay someone evil for evil”? 

§ Todd calls this a transactional approach to relationships 
§ Does God have a transactional relationship with us? 



 Front Door Conversations 
• No, that would be bad! 

§ If not transactional, then what should our relationships with 
others look like? 

o Give Thought – Pronoeō: to think about something ahead of time, 
with the implication that one can then respond appropriately (Louw-
Nida) 

§ This is the story you tell yourself when someone has wronged 
you 

§ What story do you typically tell yourself when someone 
offends or hurts you? 

§ Do you naturally want to give someone the benefit of doubt 
when he/she wrongs you? 

§ How can you grow in this? 
o Why does it matter what is honorable “in the sight of all”? 

§ Because of what’s at stake! 
§ People will either be pointed to Jesus or totally distracted from 

Him by the way you treat others. 
• Read Romans 12:18 

o Are there times when peace isn’t an option in a relationship? 
§ Does this passage limit how often that should happen? 

• For sure! 
• I have to do everything I can to make peace 

o What’s the difference between a peace maker and a peace keeper? 
o Does this mean that you should reach out to someone you haven’t 

been living at peace with? 


