
 Story Time Series 
 
Amos – 10/14 Talk 
 
Don’t feel like you have to go through everything that is written!  If your group 
needs to spend more time on one part, feel free to do that.  You could even make 
these notes available to your group if you don’t get to cover everything.  The goal 
of this series is to show God’s plan for Jesus and the redemption of humanity 
throughout the Bible.  Make sure you take time at the beginning to welcome any 
new people or guests again and don’t assume that everyone knows everyone.  
 

• Did anything from the talk stand out to you this week? 
• Read Amos 1:1-2:3 

o What does this passage tell us about Amos? 
§ He was not a professional prophet 
§ Read Amos 7:14 
§ Why do you think God would use him? 

o What did Damascus (the capital of Syria) do wrong? 
§ They destroyed the crops of Gilead in an attack, leaving them 

to starve 
o What did Gaza (a Philistine stronghold) do wrong? 

§ They captured an entire land and sold its inhabitants into 
slavery to the Edomites 

o What did Tyre do wrong? 
§ They did the same thing as Gaza, but worse because they had a 

covenant with those they sold into slavery 
§ They broke this covenant for their own gain 

o What did Edom do wrong? 
§ They attacked their “brother” with no pity, burning in anger 

perpetually 
§ Edom is the nation formed from Esau 
§ Esau’s brother is Jacob, whose name was changed by God to 

Israel 
o What did the Ammonites do wrong? 

§ They attempted genocide against Gilead, trying to kill the 
entire people so that they could take everything they had 

o What did Moab do wrong? 
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§ They exhumed the body of the king of Edom and burned it to 

lime  
§ This would have been done to humiliate the Edomites 
§ Moab was formed from the incestuous relationship between 

Lot and his daughters after the fall of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
o What does this passage tell you about God’s heart for the nations? 

§ He cares about them! 
§ Or He would simply let them destroy each other 
§ Does God still care for the nations? 
§ What does that mean for us? 

• Read Amos 2:4-16 
o What did Judah (the southern kingdom of God’s covenant people) do 

wrong? 
§ They rejected God’s law in their hearts and in their actions 
§ They spread this rejection of God’s law by lying to others and 

teaching them to do the same 
§ How does their punishment compare to the punishment of the 

previous nations? 
§ Does this reveal anything else about God’s heart for the 

nations? 
o What did Israel (the northern kingdom of God’s covenant people) do 

wrong? 
§ What does this passage reveal about God’s heart for the poor? 
§ What does this passage reveal about God’s view of 

immorality? 
• The girl referred to in verse 7 is probably a cultic 

prostitute 
• Referring to “every altar” in verse 8 shows that the 

Israelites were practicing unorthodox worship  
• Exodus 22:26-27 commands God’s people not to keep 

someone’s clothes overnight as a pledge, and yet the 
Israelites are sleeping next to altars in these clothes 

• Wine here is referring to goods unjustly acquired, and 
they are enjoying these in “the house of their God” 

• Does this worship honor God? 
§ What do verses 9-11 tell us that the Israelites had forgotten? 

• That God was who had given them all that they had 
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• That all “their” victories were His 

§ What is a Nazirite?  
• Read Numbers 6:1-21 

• Read Amos 3:1-2 
o Israel receives a harsher punishment than any of the other nations 
o Why do you think this is? 

• Read Amos 3:7-8 
o Why do you think Amos refers to God as a roaring lion? 
o How should this affect the way we perceive God? 

• Read Amos 4:1-5 
o “The phrase ‘cows of Bashan’ is a revealing symbol of the rich women 

of this time.  In the OT, Basahn evokes the idea of agricultural 
prosperity, as it was known for its opulent pastureland (Jer. 50:19; 
Mic. 7:14).  Livestock from this Transjordanian area were known for 
their fatness and size (Deut. 32:14; Ps. 22:12; Exek. 39:18) and 
provided amply for feasts and sacrifices.  Thus these affluent women 
are being compared to cows that graze constantly on the abundance 
of the land.” – ESV Expository Commentary, Vol. VII 

o What are these women doing wrong? 
o Have the Israelites stopped performing religious actions? 

§ No, in fact they were doing more than most 
o Is that alarming? 
o What does God call their “worship”? 

§ Sin 
§ Why? 

• Read Amos 4:6-13 
o What does this passage say God does to the people of Israel? 
o Why does He do these things? 
o What do you think these people felt when Amos said vs. 12 to them? 
o Does God still use methods like this to drive His people to 

repentance? 
o Is there anything in your life that you feel God is trying to lead you to 

repent of? 
• Read Amos 5:10-15 

o Why do the Israelites “hate him who reproves in the gate” and 
“abhor him who speaks the truth”? 

o Was it sinful for these Israelites to have stone houses and vineyards? 



 Story Time Series 
§ No, it was sinful that they had been given so much and had no 

care for the poor 
o What answer does God give to these people? 

§ Does this answer apply to us as well? 
• Read Amos 5:21-24 

o What does this passage tell you about our worship and God’s 
desires? 

o Does this surprise you? 
o What does God ask for instead of their hypocritical worship? 

• Read Amos 6:1-7 
o The three cities mentioned in vs. 2 were all great and fortified cities 

that were overthrown by opposing forces 
o What does vs. 3 mean? 

§ They were ignoring the sin and immorality all around them and 
refusing to repent, therefore bringing further destruction to 
themselves 

o We see the rich being targeted here, again. 
§ Is wealth a sin? 
§ Then what is the sin, here? 

• Ignoring the destruction of the world in sin and poverty 
while chasing nothing but their own pleasure 

• Read Amos 7:10-15 
o Amaziah is probably the high priest of Bethel 
o How does he respond to Amos’ message? 
o Are people always willing to accept the truth of God? 

§ Are church-people always willing to accept the truth of God? 
§ Does that change anything about whether or not we should 

speak it? 
• How should this book change you? 

o Where do we understand what pure worship is? 
o How should we view the nations of the world? 
o How should we view the poor around us? 
o What does repentance look like for this? 


