
 Story Time Series 
 
Abraham – 9/23 Talk 
 
Don’t feel like you have to go through everything that is written!  If your group needs 
to spend more time on one part, feel free to do that.  You could even make these 
notes available to your group if you don’t get to cover everything.  The goal of this 
series is to show God’s plan for Jesus and the redemption of humanity throughout 
the Bible.  Make sure you take time at the beginning to welcome any new people or 
guests again and don’t assume that everyone knows everyone.  
 

• Did anything from the talk stand out to you this week? 
• Read Genesis 11:27-32 

o Notice the setting from Abram’s perspective: 
§ His brother, Haran, died and left behind his son Lot 
§ Abram gets married, but his wife can’t have children 
§ Then Abram’s dad dies 

o So, we meet Abram just after he’s lost his brother and his father, and he 
takes his nephew into his family as his own 

• Read Genesis 12:1-3 
o Is this a good time in Abram’s life for this? 
o Where does God tell Abram to go to? 

§ Why do you think God doesn’t give the destination? 
o What is a great nation? 

§ What do you think Abram thinks about God saying He will make a 
great nation out of him, his barren wife, and their nephew? 

§ How can God keep this promise? 
o Who does God intend to bless when He calls Abram? 

§ All the families of the earth! 
§ Does God still desire to bless the nations? 
§ What is our role in that? 

• Read Genesis 16:1-6 
o Who devised this plan? 

§ Sarai 
o Why on earth would she think this was a good idea? 

§ She was trying to accomplish God’s part of the promise 
o Why did Abram go along with this? 

§ Was he leading his family in this moment? 
o How does Abram respond when Sarai blames him for the whole plan? 
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§ He tells her to mistreat Hagar 
§ Genesis was originally written in Hebrew, so let’s look at a 

definition of the Hebrew word for “dealt harshly with her” 
הָנָע •  (ʿā·nā(h)): to humiliate; to oppress; to be wretched, 

emaciated; to cringe; to be crouched, hunched up, 
wretched, suffering; to bend, submit; to do violence to 

§ Sarai was trying to physically beat Hagar until she curled into a 
ball and submitted entirely to her 

o Was this Hagar’s fault? 
§ NO! 
§ She obviously had very little choice in this matter 
§ It was Sarai’s idea, but then Sarai didn’t like the way it turned out 

so she blamed Abram and then beat Hagar 
o Do you ever try to accomplish for God what only He can do? 

• Read Genesis 21:1-7 
o Note that in Genesis 17, God changes Abram’s name to Abraham and 

Sarai’s name to Sarah 
§ Abram means exalted father and Abraham means father of a 

multitude 
§ Sarai and Sarah both mean princess 

o How old is Abram in Genesis 12:4? 
§ 75 

o How old is he when Isaac is born? 
§ 100 

o This was a 25-year journey!!! 
§ Why do you think God told Abram what He was going to do 25 

years before He did it? 
§ What should this produce in Abram? 

• Patience 
• Trust 
• Hope 
• Faith 

§ What does that mean for you? 
• Read Genesis 22:1-8 

o Can you imagine being asked this? 
o How long did this journey take? 

§ 3 days!! 
§ Think of how many times Abraham was tempted to turn back 



 Story Time Series 
§ Think of all the conversations they were having on this journey 

o What does Abraham tell his servants? 
§ That he is going to worship with Isaac and they will return 
§ What does this tell you about Abraham’s faith? 

o What does Isaac ask Abraham? 
§ “Where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 
§ Put yourself in Abraham’s shoes: what is he feeling when his son 

asks him that? 
o How does Abraham answer? 

§ “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my 
son.” 

§ What does this make you think of? 
• Jesus! 

• Read Genesis 22:9-14 
o Abraham trusted God to keep His promise, that He would make a great 

nation out of Abraham’s family starting with Isaac 
§ Because of this faith, Abraham was willing to walk through an 

impossible situation 
§ He trusted God’s character and ability more than his own 

o What are the similarities between this story and God’s sending Jesus? 
§ Both are about fathers giving up their only sons 
§ Both sons are taking the place of a sacrifice 

o How are the stories different? 
§ Abraham’s son couldn’t take away sin from the world, because 

he was a sinner 
• Therefore, he had no reason to be sacrificed and was not 

killed 
§ Jesus could take away sin from the world because He was 

perfect, He had never done anything wrong 
• Therefore, he was sacrificed for the world 

o Why would God send His own Son to die? 
§ What does this tell you about God? 
§ How should this change the way you live? 
§ Who should know about this story? 
§ What are you doing about it? 


